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I ambiguous words, which might be ſup- 
=> "poſed to reflect upon lord Loudon; and 
the whole people were alarmed: it was an inſult 
upon the wileſt meaſures; and an abuſe of one of 
the firſt of Men. Power in a little time changed 
hands; and the public voice changed with it: 
fluctuating and weak as water; and driven, like 
that, any way, with the leaſt breath of artful 
men. Nothing was now expected, Where all 
before ſeemed certain of ſucceſs; and wagers 
were offered by thoſe who affected to be in the 
ſecrets of government, that the reſt of the world 


might form the deſigned opinions. 


The meaſures were ſtill the ſame; and the 
man the fame who was to conduct them: and if 
he had not deſerved the firſt extravagant ap- 
plauſe, far leſs did he merit the new obloquy. 
The deſign was as likely to ſucceed under one ad- 
miniſtration as another; for the force to execute 
it was unaltered; and neither the old nor new 
63 e denn A2 
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A Writer, not very long ince, dropped ſoms 


? 
: 


\ miniſtry had any ſhare in its contrivance. The 
plan was his alone who ſtaod entruſted with the 
a» execution of it; and there neither was nor is any 
| eauſe to doubt, but he would * pyzſpcd as 
| true path to its ſucceſs. | 
E He is now returned: and in the hoe of that 
© glory which he weuld probably have gained; 
| he has the unfair repreſentations of intereſted men 
| to combar; apdhears his conduct arraigned by 
| thoſe who have as little knowledge of the circum- 
* ſtanees, as of the nature of the ſervice. 
5 pA his lordſhip has 3 hitherto, and 1 
i ſuppoſe will continue to . ous unregarded, 
| The good and great are above the notice of po- 
| pular clamour ; but what themſelves! deſ piſe, o- 
thers often feel for them. I think the. earl of 
 ' Loudon, would be as much above anſwering ſuch 
' - accuſations, as deſerving them: but they are ſo 
|  eakily refuted, that it were much to be regretted 
| if none ſhould do i it, 
VE _ The general opinion of theſe-p erſons i is; (at 
* leaſt jt is their general exclamation ).that his lord- 
Tz ſhip did not ſufficiently puſh the ſervice ; and 
q that Louisbourg might have been taken with the 
force under. hus, command. "They are bold'e- 
nough to urge the meaſures of government, in 
* chan g. the command, as a . crFun ſtance of 
| eg l their aſſertion. 
eig liitle becomes ſuch perſons to judge of the re- 
ſolutions of a miniſtcy, which. it is impoſſible they 
ſhould, underſtand ; and it would be as improper 
tor me to queſtion their 3 . * am as 


far 


8 
far Ya boy knowled; NP their motives: : "but w 


will be eaſy to ſhew, this nobleman deſerved.n6 
cenſure; and it muſt then be indifferent from 
whom, it comes, © 

If it ſhall appear by the tlibwins fair detail 
| of circum ances, that the earl of, Loudon laid 42 
plan of operations, equally for the glory and in- 
tereſt of his country; that this deſign received 
the ſanction of the government; and himſelf, its 
author, had the. honour of the command; that 
the meaſures by which he purſued this purpoſe 
were conformable to reaſon, and the nature of 
| the ſervice; and that they were approved by thoſe 
moſt immediately concerned; that the expedition 


wag puſhed with all poſſible vigour by his lords - 


ſhip ; and was rendered impracticabſe by accis 
dents in which he Had no concerh,; we have 
reaſon to hope the candid Nr honeſt will conti- 
nue to pay that regard to his lordſhip's great 
lities, wit which they received, 98 5085 an 
| has on to command in that enterprizei 
This we ſhall attempt to ſhew, By a plain rex 
cital of fads; which will be related, we hope, with 
accuracy; at leaſt with impartiality: : for we have 
no view but truth. This has been hitherto obſcut- 
ed by artifices, or defaced by rancour, but it is 
not difficult to clear off thoſe ſtains, and pteſent 


the fair relation to the world. It has not yet been 
done, and indeed, according to the circumſtan· 
ces, could not eaſily; for we have depended in 
En gland upon the eee of things from 
od A 2 +7 


_ The people of New: York hated lord Loudon 
for two things; his quartering the troops upon 
them, and the embargo on their ſhips: and pow- 
er. changed hands in England. The enterprize 


— 


5 . 5 
choſe on the ſpot, who, tho they knew the truth; 
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BY 1275 as they occurred, and occaſionally, in 
"large recitals: and we brick ben to every ac- 
count that has been ubliſhe 


i ' Theſe ogg allowed, the reaſonings cannot be 
| Contradicte „ 


reſted ; and I believe no one will have ſo much 
- cauſe as himſelf to be diflatihed, © 4 
„ 1 10 


— 


7 

The fiery will ant as 1 e of the v va. 

nity al... * = 
209)  Aritrium popularis aura... 
And if the reader Wiſhes to ſee another; let kink 
remember the poor good old lord Blakeneys 
The vehemence of applauſe, and the ſudden and 
unmerited/ turn from it to cenſure or neglect, are 
miteràble inſtances of the unſteadineſs of the hu- 
man mind; and while they teach us —_ 
they ſhould be alſo leſſons of humility. 

Toward the latter end of the year before laſt, 
the carl of Loudon: laid before the miniſtry his 
ſenſe of the ſtate of the War. The importance 
of North America needed not to be inſiſted on; 
it was too obvious for argument: the little ſucceſs 
of our forces there, he ſhewed, was owing to 
their having undertaken little; and it was pro- 
poſed to attempt Cape Breton, and thence all 
Canada. The enterprize was great, and it was 
therefore fit for Britons. The thought was wor- 
thy of a hero; and with the Propoſition this 
ke: rt laid n the means and meaſures for 
its execution: vaſt as it appeared, he ſhewed it 
was praQticable; and we have no reaſon to doubt 
but that he would have proved it ſo in the exe- 
cution. Perhaps we ſhall ſtill ſee it done with 
the ſame forces, and upon the ſame plan: and I 
think I may venture to ſay, that in this caſe no 
man will be more rejoiced at his country's ſacceſs 
than lord Loudon, or more indifferent whether 


it were Hravght. about by himſelf or by another, 
When 


8 
When hi wu. * BOP to the govern- 
ment an enterprize againſt theſe places, he deli- 
vered in an account of the force which might be 
required for its Exectition; and the greateſt per- 
ſons in the kingdom, alter 4 mature confiteration, 
did equal honour to bis Jordſhip's head and 
2 by approving not the — . only, but 
the plan of operations; and by committing to 
Bis care the conduct of the expedition. Lord 
Loudon received! the approbation of his ſcheme 
with the ſami& coolneſs where with he had laid it; 
and; with an undiſturbed mind, planned the ne- 
ceflary meaſures, not of ſucceſs alone in the en- 
terprize, but of _ in the colonies n 
might be erpoſed by it. 
Three points 3 great confideration. 
Dhe preventing N from receiving intel- 
ligence of his deſigus; the providing an uninter- 
rupted tran ation fit the troops; and the ſe- 
curing the frontiers of the ſeveral colonies, moſt 
expoſed to be attacked by the enemy, while the 
main force was _— _—— on the; rom 
ſcheme. $ 21 
Theſe are the * to a e Ae 
ing of ſuch importance. and without theſe fuccels 
would either be impoſſible, or the e ee 


worſe than its failure. ; 
donde by a timely 


For theſe lord Loudon: 
care, and by ſuch ee ase as as appeared b. m— 
the moſt eaſy and effectual. 

Had things at home continued in the ſtate 
bo ab: left * * meakures would have 


been 


% 
— — ʒͤ——— — —4 


F 


1 1. 

been applauded. 48 they certainly. appear to . 
deſerved ; and every one of them would have 
been a new article in his praiſe: but men Judged 
differently by the time the accounts arrived: a 
the mob, — before applauded not without 
reaſon, though without knowledge, were nom 
taught to cenſure and condemn equally without 
either; and. they-who knew a little againſt both. 
Men who were at this vaſt diſtance were to 
judge of operations, without knowing upon what 
circumſtances he who was on the ſpot fund them 
neceſſary; and they who were ignotant of the 
nature of command, were to determine concern- 
ing the meaſures of the war. The politician of 
A 8 was to ſit in judgment upon his 
deſigns, whom the government had underſtood 


| to. be perteckiy capable. of che ſervice; and it 


may be ſaid, with, that freedom which becomes 
the truth, ignorance was not his moſt dangerous 
enemy. Men were taught to fay what thoſe 
who influenced them knew to be falſe ; and the 
reputation ot the commander was to be ſacrificed; 
while he was purſuing a deſign, approved by his 
country, by thoſe very meaſures which he hag 
laid down for its execution. 4 
I hall not anticipate, by entering into particu- 
lars, what may be neceſſary on a N important 
occaſion; but I ſhall add, there are ſome who 
will bluſh to read. this; and Shape feat What 
may follow. 
As to the yt opinion, no man 2 
that, except he WhO 1 he does not deſerve 
| 1 5 * n; 


2 4 


mand that authoriſed his taking theſe ſteps; and 


Th fv) 
it; bot I may add, I think, with truth, that this 
commander, though perhaps he has felt with as 


much warmth of: gratitude as any man, the ap- 


plauſes of his country, yet would diſclaim them 
upon the conditions on which ſome have tried 


The meaſures by which this general provided 


for the execution of his enterprize, and the de- 


fence of the colonies; though they be now con- 


troverted, were once approved: they ſtill are 


what they were, and it ſeems plain to reaſon 
they would have been approved ſtill, if any o- 
ther man had followed them. He was in a com- 


he was upon the ſpot to know, though we are 
not, that they were neceſſary. This will appear 
hereafter; and it is juſt it ſhould be believed 
now, unleſs ſome reaſonable cauſe be ſhewn to 
doubt it. 4 n L431 
In the colonies, the governors whom his lord- 
ſhip aſſembled on that occaſion, entered into all 


his reaſons, approved all his propoſitions, and, 


| like the government-at home, adopted all his 
_ meaſures; and by their ready concurrence did 


him peculiar honour·U e 
They were pleaſed to think he underſtood the 
ſtate of their reſpective governments better than 
they did themſelves; and while they acknowledg- 
ed the wiſdom of placing them only on the de- 


fenfive, they were at once ſurpriſed at the eaſy 


means by which he propoſed to effect it; and 
perfectly convinced that thoſe means were ſuffi- 


cient. 
When 


When; 8 . lordſhip's plan, the 
number of troops to be ſupplied by cach colony 
was ſettled, and the places of their deſtination 
were appointed, according to the well laid and 
well underſtood plan of general defence; this 
part of the preparation was accompliſhed: rand 

the reſpect the ſeveral governors paid to the com- 
mander, and the unanimity they ſhewed among 
one another, gave every poſſible proſpect of tran- 


quillity. e 5 FIIUBTH © S007 (9s 46 Wo 16 5 
Thus far the enemies of lord LLoudon-(but:1I 
recall the term, he can have none) let me be 
permitted to call them the blind and miſguided 
creatures of thoſe: Who with him ill, muſt ac- 
knowledge every thing was conducted well. 
The two remaining articles, the effectual con- 
veyance of che forces, and the preſerving ſecrecy 
in regard to the enemy, were to he provided for, 
one way and only one: this was by laying an 
embargo on the outward- bound veſſels. Either 
of theſe occaſions would have juſtified that mea- 
ure in the eye of reaſon, but both concurred to 
demand it. This expedient anſwered both pur- 
poſes, and no other meaſure could have anſwered 
eher.. ne Bows 2d 30121609 1 
I know this embargo has been an occaſion of 
much complaint at home, for ſome cauſe of diſ- 
ſatisfaction muſt be aſſigned; and this was beſt, 
for it was popular. Far be it from thoſe who in- 


tereſt themſelves in lord Loudon's cauſe to endea- 


vour to deny, to extenuate, or even to excuſe 
this proceeding. If there be blame laid on it, 
1 :B-a What 


— 


[ 12 


- ,whatis the cauſe? was it not neceffary to the ſer. 


vice? none would diſpute it; that would be too 
hardy: it would betray an ignorance no man 
would charge upon himſelf. Had he not a 
right and juſt authority to do-it? there is no que 
ſtion : but he had. His orders were abſolute: he 


was ſuppoſed to underſtand the ſervice: he was. 


conſidered as a brave and an honeſt man: and 
he will be conſidered as ſuch a one when even 
the deteſtation ſhall ceaſe, which will long purs 


ſut their memories who N to chink him 
otherwiſe. {49am s Foe 1129 


on the eee eee veſſels: was a nece 
meaſure, and that lord Loudon had juſt ben 
to do it. Of what then is 1 men would 
complain ? Is there any one will ſay a comman- 
ger is to blame, who does a neceſſary action by 
his proper power? there is none ſo abſurd !- Let 
them on the other hand ſay, whether they would 
not have blamed him if he had omitted it? _— 
would have had juſt reaſonn *» ++ + 

This embargo was attended with many incon · 


veniencies to private perſons : it is allowed; but: 


it could not be avoided. Public meaſures of the 
moſt uſeful kind often are ſo, and when the 
people's voice is left to its free courſe, the neceſ- 
-- ity.4s ſeen, and. there is no complaint. | t 

None will diſpute the neceſſity of it in this in- 
ſtance. It is impoſſible. At the ſame time it 


muſt be owned, it was attended with particular 
inconveniencies. Hoghnd was in want af corn; 


4 . 


» 


/ 


TÞ . 
at leaſt the publick by bad men were made to 


think ſ:; and to ſuffer as much as if the ſcarcity 
was real: there was corn in the colonies that” 
could be ſpared; and the embargo prevented for 
the time its exportation. The cireumſta ces Are 
ecrtain; But did lord Loudon create theſe cir- 
cumſtances? was he the author of our imagina 
famine, or in the Pan of his e wwe Poul he 
forſce u 4 9212734, 5 
It is allowed thoſe erfons in the Ulonies whe 
had ſhipped corn tor England loſt an advantage; 
but it was a loſs that could not be avoided: and 
if thoſe who have been loudeſt in complaints 
would make out a fair liſt of the ſufferers, the 
quantity ſhipped, and the time delayed, it would 
be found, that very little occaſions, when it 'is 
thought convenient, can raiſe great clamours. 
This is the fair way of ſtating the account: it is 
very plain why they will not be brought to do it; 
but if we hear more of it, tis 1 that 
we may do it for them. 
In plain truth the inconvenience was much 
Jef than has been pretended 3 and the i import- 
ance of the meaſure greater than can be well i- 
magined. The candid reader ſees the fair ſtate 
of the caſe; and he will perhaps ſay for himſelf, 
what, after: the meaſures that have been taken, 
it would be indecent for me to ſay to him. 22 
The government has, in conſequence of tho 
d on this ſubject, taken from commanders, 7 
for the future, the power of extending an em- 


E to ſhips deſtined hither from the colonies. * 
1 | 


8 


1141 

I ſhall not take upon me to judge n this 
ep be wiſe, or what were its immediate motives ; 
for I think greatly of their integrity and wiſdom 
wha now. have power: but if it be thought by 
any that this new regulation reflects ace upon 
lord Loudon, they may be told, that on the con- 
trary, the taking away 3 power for the future, 
acknowledges he had it juſtly when he exerted 
it; and —— neceſſity of the ſervice was really e- 
vnough to have anſwered. n. greater promts 

diſadvantages, 4 5 2 

Men, whoſe on hearts had tau ight them to ſeek 
55 bad motives for the conduct of others, laboured 
to attribute this embargo to a different cauſe: and 
there were not — ſome weak enough to 
imagine, or wicked enough to pretend, they ima- 
gined there, that this ſtep was taken to favour 
the bargains of thoſe who were to provide for the 
forces: nor did we want here men who were 
impolitick enough, I had like to have ge, p 
ad enough, to adopt the apinion. 
I fhall not enlarge here upon the private — 
racter of lord — but they muſt have 
known very little of it, who 11 ſuppoſe him 
capable- of being influenced by ſuch motives; and 
— muſt hair ſurely;ſtrange: heads as well as 

moſt abandoned hearts, who when the nature of 
the publick ſer vice ſo plainly and ſo needfully re- 
quired this meaſure, could tribate it to Private | 
views and perſonal intereſt. 

Thoſe who were upon the Got can cm the 
incredulous, that it was not till lar in the * 
this 


20 
ww 


wereof the hardſhips ofthe meaſure; the unhappy 
| ſtate of private men who muſt be oppreſſed toſerve 
the public and the neceſſities of England. Theſe 
were the firſt lations; but when the lord 
Loudon ſteadily oppoſed the publick cauſe to 
theſe private hardſhips ; and though he was con- 
cerhed to ſec them, would not endanger the ge- 
neral ſervice to remove them; then it was that 
private purpoſes were pretended; then malice 
taught the ſufferers to invent cauſes, which them 
ſelves did not believe; and theſe were added to 
the former clamours. e | 

Lord Loudon, in the conſci 


def his own 


= 


innocence, ſtemmed this torrent of calumny 
there; but probably he did not imagine it ever 


could be received in Englanx mea. 


If it be a crime to prefer the public: ſervice to 


the conveniencies of 'a few private perſons it 


cannot be denied that lord Loudon has been guil» 
ty. If the care of thoſe forces, which are en- 


pected to perform the greateſt exploits, be crimi- 


nal in their commander, this nobleman is withs 
out excuſe. He had before this great affair of 
the embargo, incurred the ill will of ſome indi- 


viduals on this account: and ĩt muſt be owned 
that he ſeems on that firſt occafion to have con: 


ſidered the ſoldiery not only as valuable members 


of a ſtate, but as human creatures. Theſe arb 


his crimes: for he is not accuſed of others e 
cept by perſons who are too low for anſwering; 


and 10 all theſe L believe. e. will plead geit 


Fas- 


K 
this aceuſation vas ſtarted. The firſt complaint 
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England had refuſed to 33 quarters to "the Het · 
Gans, whom ſhe had called over for her immedi- 
ate de ſence, at a fezſon when the field preſented 
only death to them: and New-York, faithful to 
the diſgraceful example of the mother country. 


would have expoſed to death with as little remorſe 


the troops this government ſent thither for her 


protection, mn the ren woes by "_ 


commander. 
On this * if reaſon be allowed 10 u judge, 
lord Loudon's conduct may be ſet as a model 
Wu future officers in the like circumſtance. -- 
The troops the government had ſent in purſu- 
ance of the plan, arrived after the worſt hard- 


ſhips of a winter's: voyage: and, after all their 


ſufferings, they had the fpirit to ſay, that they 


8 of nothing, ſince ne knew the ler 


Vice required it. 


U 


| The:people, . though they bid: been ſenſiblo 


"enough of theſe mam] 225 though they look- 
ed upon theſe troops as deſtined for their laſting 
ſecurity, yet would have treated them with a ri- 
gour diſgraceful, even if ſhewn toward the pri- 


\ ſoners of an enemy: the public houſes were by x 


uo means ſufficient for their reception; and to 
the moſt mild remonſtrances, the magiſtracy an- 
ſwered, with as little decency as feeling, that 
© they: ſhould not be admitted into private ones. 
The commander knew equally his power, and 
the neceſſity of the ſervice: he ordered them in 
a fair and equal diſtribution to the private as well 


28 en ante. The W inſiſted on 
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their rights and e to which lord Lou- 


don oppoſed his authority, and the neceſſity of 


the ſervice. They were outrageous, and he 
was reſolute. He always ſpoke with great reſ- 
pect of their natural and political rights; but he 
would not ſacrifice to them the lives of the ſoldiers. 
His Lordſhip carried his point ; and he then took 
orders for the good behaviour of the ſoldiers. In 
this he was as indefatigable, as he had been teſo- 
lute in giving them quarters; and it will be on- 
ed at New York for ever, in ſpite Eveh of. preju- 
dice itſelf, that the ſoldiers behaved with ſo per- 
fect regularity and decency, that thoſe who had 
been loudeſt in the oppoſition, owned afterwards 
they ſuffered no hardſhip. MEE: | 
Let us now fairly review theſe two capital in- 
cidents; It was on theſe the commander firſt. 
loſt the good will of ſome people in the colonies ; 
and theſe, as ſoon as they found encouragement. 
from England, ſpread the moſt unjuſt aſperſions. 
Lord Loudon had the honour to be entruſted 
with the conduct of a very important enter prize; 
and he manifeſted a due care and a becoming ſpi- 
rit in providing in theſe two inſtances for the pre- 


ſervation of the troops, and for preventing that 


common ſource ot diſappointment inEngliſh enter - 
Prizes, the intelligence of the enemy. In each 

of theſe caſes ſome private perſons ſuffered incon- 

veniencies: and there are mouths in which a 


little hardſhip will make a loud complaint, It 


is enough to lay that the diſadvantages in each 
caſe were the leaſt that could be expected; and 
that, with a determined care for the ſucceſs of 
N "as 
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the enterpriſe, all Lan attention was ſhewn 
to the intereſt of the people. The embargo 
was continued no longer than the neceſſity of the 
ſervice required: and the people ſuffered nothing 
from receiving their deliverers into their houſes. 
Perhaps they ſaved all by it. The ſchemes and 
purpoſes of the enemy for that year's campaign 
are now known; and their diſappointment was 
owing ſolely to theſe ſuccours; ſo that it is not too 
much to ſay, that the numbers of theſe forces, 
and the determined ſpirit of the commander in 
chief, which the French alſo knew, ſaved theſe 
colonies without ſtriking a blow. If they knew 
What it is för a country to be the ſeat of war, 
they will at length underſtand what are thoſe ſer- 
vices of a force which deters the enemy from at- 
tacking them: and they will know, what thoſe 
who are fit to command armies always know, 
that much more ſervice may in ſuch caſes be done 
by keeping the forces together, than even by the 
gaining a victory. 1 
Whether or not this has been the caſe in that 
quarter of the world, let thoſe ſpeak who have 
been upon the ſpot at the time: others talk as 
they are influenced; often wickedly, and always 
ignorantly. It is probable, that we ſhall now 
ſpeedily receive the news of victories and acqui- 
ſitions there; but it will be allowed, that the o- 
rations of the preceeding campaign have laid 
the foundation of them, and led the way to them: 
and no man will have the preſumption to ſay, 
that equal advantages would not have oo | 


OO way © 


| % X . 
if che command had continued in the fame hands. 


For my own part, and I am not altogether un- 
acquainted with the circumſtances, I think cer - 
tainly they would: and when I recollect the 
fury of applauſe and good opinion, which ac- 
- companied this nobleman on his undertaking the 
ſervice ; and ſee no ſtep by which he. has juſtly 
forfeited that good opinion, or deſerved even the 
lighteſt cenſure, I cannot join the multitude in 
diſclaiming my firſt ſentiments: but rather pity 
the weakneſs of human nature, 'and' bluſh'to ſee 
men of greater abilities carried with the torrent, 
and adopting opinions which they could not de- 
Pe gt Ld tern? coo vnpdintt 
It was an article of high importance in the re- 
gaulation of this enterprize, that a fleet of conſi- 
derable force ſhould fail frem England at ſuch a 
ſeaſon as to join its influence in the action. The 
commander in chief of the forces knew very well 
at what time this fleet ought toſail from'Ergland; 
and when it might reaſonably be expected in A- 
merica. His lordſhip computed the voyage, as 
accurately as ſuch circumſtances will admit of 
computations; for a voyage to America is'always - 
longer than one from thence to England: and 
allowing for this and for the chance of winds, he 
computed that they might be expected the firſt 
week in June, rn 
Let me demand, with that fair freedom which 
becomes the truth, Can any man ſay lord Loudon 
judged amiſs in this reſpect? was it not reaſon- 
able that he ſhould expect the fleet at that time? 
e C2 "0 
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or it was it CT he Aoald EVER with- 
out them an enterprize of ſo great moment, and 
in which they were deſtined to have ſo large a 
ſhare? Plain as the anſwers to theſe queſtions 
are, the demand is not the leſs neceſſary, What 
J have heard objected to the conduct of this 
nobleman, has ariſen either from want of know- 
ledge of the moſt plain facts, or from a reſolution 
to conceal that knowledge. The anſwer to all 
the cavils is ſo plain, a man of reaſon is almoſt 
aſhamed to make it; but they n bluſh who 
have rendered it'neceflary. | 
10 Much more might be ſaid; Pi may be if 
1111 farther occaſion calls; but, for the ſatisfation of 
| il! the diſintereſted public, this will be ſufficient, 
| 


We have ſeen the ſtate of the enterprize, its 
dependence upon a fleet from England, and the 
regular. expectation of that reinforcement. Let 
us review the conduct of lord London, even to 
the minuteſt article; for what is honourable will 
bear it, and be more itſelf, the ſtricter is the 
trial, It will riſe as gold from the furnace, the 4 
more pure and perfect for theſe ſtrict enquiries, 4 
The troops who had arrived in the depth of 
winter, had been recruited and refreſhed by three 
months reſt and food in their quarters, when 

the preparation was to be begun for the ſervice, 
Theſe quarters and this refreſhment we have 
ſhewn they owed to lord Loudon :. the people 
would have left them in the ſtreets to- periſh. 
The ſpirit and determined reſolution with which, 
though under the ſofteſt language, his lordſhip 
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had inſiſted on this point, againſt the magiſtracy 
and people, doubtleſs have made him many ene 
mies there; but they ought to have procured 
him more friends here; and to have endeared 
bim tor ever to the am oO 0 
It was plain thoſe people would endeavour to 
miſrepreſent his actions; but their ſource of en- 
mity, which continued not the leſs violent tho? 
concealed, ſhould have been always confidered 
here; and their accounts judged: accordingly, - 
The tranſports became the next conſideration; 
and it was computed, that about ninety would 
be ſufficient for the embarkation. Timely care 
was taken of this: the government was not put 
to a needleſs expence, by keeping them in pay 
a long while before they were wanted; nor was 
the preparation left to the laſt moment. As it 
was poſſible the fleet from England might arrive 
ſooner than the computation, ninety veſſels for 
this ſervice were ready by the firſt week in May, 
and were got together at New-York, with orders 
to be in readineſs to receive the forces. This 
was the conduct of the general; and let me aſk. 
thoſe who would find fault throughout his pro- 
ceedings, what in this was wrong, what was ill 
judged, or What they would wiſh otherwiſe? It 
is thus we have deſired them to examine the 
whole conduct of the enterprize, and thus we 
ſnall deſire they will continue the examination. 
That theſe things are true as they are here repre- 
ſented, is notorious: and how could they have 
been directed better) / nee 


a> 
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Lord Loudon wad 1 thus in readineſs 
a fortnight, waiting with that impatience which: 
could not but ariſe in the breaſt of a commander 
who loved his country, and had concerted mea- 
ſures for rendering herthemoſt important ſervice, 
for che arrival of the fleet from England. 
Though toward the end of May they were 
not arrived; as every day brought the utmoſt li- 
mits of the computation nearer and nearer, the 
forces were in the laſt week of chat 3 or- 
dered to embark, - 3: 3016 3901 01 
This was done with good 8 * expe· 
dition. They arrived at Sandyhook on the firſt 
day of June; and on the fifth of that month, the 
time of utmoſt computation for the arrival of the 
Engliſh fleet; lord Loudon alſo embarked, that 
he might be in readineſs to fail on its arrival. 
Hitherto let us aſk Partiality itſelf, Was chere 


any fault in the conduct of lord-Loudonz orcould 


there any be pretended in it? Is it not evident 
chat his force was ready, and himſelf ready, to 
act on the arrival of the fleet; and FO they 
have had him fail without them? 


the French had a ſquadron ot ſome force cruiſing 
off Halifax > that they were fx ſhips of war, five 


of them of the line; and that they were deſtined 


to Louisbourg. The intelligence, which came 
expreſs from oſton, was confitrned by the crews 
of ſome. prizes which had fallen into the hands 
of the n of N ew-York their teſtimony 

relating 


While the preparations were N at New 
Tork for our troops embarking, news came that 
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relating to the wad force of the ſhipy 
concurring with the account from our own people. 
The fleet from England; eagerly expected, was 
not yet arrived. What was the commander of 
the land- forces to do? Could he with his tranſ- 
ports and the ſmall ſupport of ſhips of war that 
attended them, proceed againſt ſuch a force? 
there is none fo raſh or ignorant as to ſay it. 
All that could be done was done: two ſhips - 
of war ſent out to view the coalt'; the tranſports 
remajhing at anchor. © og 5 
The year was now advanced toward the latte 
end of June: and the ſeaſon of the campaign, in 
which ſo much was to be done, became con- 
tracted into very narrow limits. Lord Loudon, 
who had formed the plan, and from his know- 
ledge of all circumſtances, had fo great expecta- 
tions from it, paſſed the hours employed in this 
neceſſary ſtep, in great impatience: at length theſe 
ſhips returned, and had ſeen nothing of the enemy. 
The operations of the campaign, the hope of 
advantage to England from all this preparation, 
hung now almoſt upon a pointof time; a moment. 
10 fail was not without hazard; but to delay 
longer was to give up all. If ſuch a force of the- 
enemy, as had been repreſented, ſhould have 
fallen in with the tranſports, the event muſt have 
been dreadful ; but there was hope they might 
not, ſince theſe ſhips ſent out on purpoſe had not 
Ken tem. © | e 
Lord Loudon, urged by this proſpect of ſuc-- - 
ceſs, and by the certain miſchief of . de- 
28 FI lay 
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lay, b | 
rived in ten days at Halifax. 3 0 
Perfect in the expectation of the Engliſh fleet's 
coming, lord Loudon, who had waited hour by 
hour while he lay at Sandyhook, for its appear- 
ance, never doubted, but in the time of his ſail- 
ing from thence to Halifax they would arrive: 
but even this thought was vain. He made the 
dangerous voyage ſucceſsfully ; but he found no 
fleet, nor had the leaſt notice of any. 554 th 
Delays in England, and contrary winds in the 
paſſage, kept admiral Holbourn from North-A- 
merica till the ſecond week in July. I do not 
know that there is any accuſation fairly to be laid 
againſt thoſe who were expected to prevent the 
delay at home; and certainly the winds are un- 
cControulable: but whatſoever prevented this fleet 
from arriving at the expected time in America, 
prevented alſo the ſucceſsful execution of the pro- 
Jet. The preſent fleet has failed under more 
| —f.v—ê auſpices: it has reached the deſtination 
more than two months earlier than that did which 
ſhould have ſupported the operations of lord 
Loudon ; and as we: judge with reaſon that the 
delay of that fleet prevented our ſucceſs, we may 
with equal juſtice promiſe ourſelves that glory 
from the preſent expedition, which it was im- 
bpoſſible to reap in the other. wer 
Il} Lord Loudon found at Halifax the deſtined re- 
inforcement-of ſhips and men ; and he landed 
his ſoldiers, and encamped them on an advan- 
tageous ground. 3 155 1 ä 


ailed on the twentieth of June; and he ar- 


All this time e expected fleet was 
abſent. His lordſhip kept the men employed in 
clearing ground for a parade, and afterwards 
in regularly exerciſing them upon it, and in mak- 
ing every other preparation that could be neceſ- 
ſary or uſeful in the ſucceeding time of action. 

At laſt the fleet arrived; not in a body, but 
ſhip by ſhip, as the winds and ſeas permitted. Ju- 
ly was waſting faſt ; and every motion required 
now the moſt preſſing haſte. The firſt ſtep to- 
ward the attack of Louisbourg was to learn the 
Nate of the place at that. inſtant, the force and 
condition of the enemy, and the ſeveral circum- 
ſtances which might give light into the beſt me- 
thod of attack. . 
Veſſels had from time to time been ſent out to 
this purpoſe ; and now ſome of the beſt failing 
ones in the fleet, with the moſt experienced pi- 
lots on board, were diſpatched with the two great 
inſtructions, a careful examination, and a quick 
return. 1 4) ES CR ES 

In the mean time the care lay in preparing the 
land forces for the attack. The number amount- 
ed to about eleven thouſand ; but a great part of 
theſe were new to the profeſſion of arms, and 
ignorant of the difty. | | 


The firſt buſineſs had been to give them the 
rudiments of their inſtruction, on their landing at 
Halifax; and they were now praRiiſed in the me- 
thods of attack ; and accuſtomed to the ſmell of 
powder, by repeated repreſentations of regular 
ſieges; in which every 8 that could occur 


[26] 
in actual ſervice was ſhewn them; and alt thoſe 
things which might have thrown them i into con- 
fuſion in the aſſault, by their novelty, were ren- 
dered familiar by the examples, conducted with 
the moſt perfect regularity in theſe exerciſes. 
This was the employment of the land force, 
while intelligence was ſought by the ſhips: and 
by this the men were ſo well taught their duty, 
and ſo familiar with every article in the attack of 
an enemy, that perhaps from a body in great 
part raw and undiſciplined, they were, by the 
end of that ſhort interval, ſuch as it would be 
difficult to equal in many armies. 
10 It does not appear to me, that a better uſe 
TINA could have been made of the time neceſſarily 
| | employed in gaining intelligence: nor can it ap- 
0 pear to any, that Louisbourg ſhould have been at- 
|| | 25 tacked before this information was obtained. 
| 
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li There is no man ſo loſt to reaſon. Vet this is by 

IN: ſome ſtrange artifice, and by a more ſtrange con- 

| | duct in the generality, attributed to the com: 

14 mander in chief as a crime; and he is thought 

U blameable for it. This alſo gave occaſion to the 

"ltd gallant impatience of an officer in high comm- 

| I | mand; which I yet think deſerved applauſe, not 
— cenſure ; much leſs the harſh ſteps which a coun- 
. cil of war thought proper to take 100 that 9 
1 caſion. F 
. He who blames eagerneſs i in the troops, con- 


demns what he ought of all things to encourage 
and: applaud. The earneſt valour of the officers 
is * the lame true ſtamp, and of the ſame high 

character ; 


. "4 NA y 27 J e 5,6 nen 
character; the ate + the ſervice will al- 
ways prevent its going too great 2 length, and it 
is a good preſage of ſucceſs in action. "en 

Theſe are to wiſh for the engagement, but it 
is the commander in chiet who is to determine 
when to enter 155 it. His valour ſhould be of 


another caſt and character, tempered with cool 


thought, and under the abſolute controul of rea- 
n en e een 
Hle alone is to determine when and in what 
manner to attack the enemy: his place and office 
give him this authority; and the firſt praiſe in 
thoſe who are under him in command, is acquieſ- 


cence in his opinions, with unanimity. 


The repeated exerciſes and conſtant employ- 
ment of the troops in theſe attacks, had raiſed in 
them a ſpirit of earneſt defire to enter on the real 
ſervice ; and it is no wonder their officers breath- 
ed the ſame generous ardour. I think it may be 


4 


faid, within the bounds of modeſt truth, that no 


man in the army defired the opportunity of en- 


tering upon action, more carneſtlythan lord Lou- 
don; but in him it was a defire tempered with a 
thouſand cautions. The lives of the men, the 


ſucceſs of the enterprize, the glory of his coun- 


try, and her immediate and moſt important in- 
tereſts, depended ſolely upon him: he muſt an- 
ſwer it to God and to his country, if all was not 


conducted rightly, and the leaft overſight. of his. 
might-colt'the vs of the men, and be yery 


hopeerthe Thade>-* ©0009 cg 
For thele reaſons he earneſtly" ſought the ne- 
ceſſary intelligence; and certainly the manage- 

952 ment 
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ment and Od o the force while he 
waited for it (however ſome men, in whoſe minds 
raillery takes the place of reaſon, may have re- 
ae it) was the moſt rational that Fould 
have been deviſed. 
The ſoldiers thought ſo; and They found the 
effects of it, in ſuch an improvement as was ne- 
ver made in a like body of troops in equal time: 
the people alſo thought it who were on the ſpot. 
It was an act of which every man could judge; 
and all voices were unanimous in approving it. 
Il it could be charged upon lord Loudon that 
he protracted the time of waiting for this intelli- 
gence, and that he had omitted ſuch. means of it 
as were before in his power, there would be juſt 
und for this cenſure: but it is notorious that 
was not the caſe. Our attempts for intelligence 
were unhappily delayed and diſappointed; but 
theſe miſchances in the execution cannot lay 


blame upon the commander who gave the orders. 


This and this only is the queſtion with relation 
to his lordſhip; Did he or did he not diſpatch. veſ- 
ſels at proper times, and with proper inſtructions, 
on this important ſervice? It is moſt evident that 
he did: and this was all he could do. We can 
no more charge upon lord Loudon the ill luck 
of thoſe he ſent out for this purpoſe, than the 
delay of the Engliſh fleet. 

It is certain that ſuch a fleet, the 1 5 
deſtination of which were ſettled ſo long before, 
might have arrived in North America at a much 


earlier period ; nd! in Fae caſe che time neceſſa- 
vs ws 1144411 2 
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ry for gaining mhp 1555 not have ſwal- 
lowed up the ſeaſon fit tor action; but it is nor 
lord Loudon's fault the fleet from England came 
ſo much too late. He could do no more than get 
in readineſs to act with it when it ſhould arrive 
and he was in that readineſs. The time of gain - 
ing intelligence between the arrival of the fleet, 
and the entering upon action, muſt be allowed as 
a neceſſary period of delay, by all who weigh 
the action. This could not be retrenched by lord 
Loudon; the only queſtion, which can regard his 
lordſhip's conduct, is, whether he prolonged it Þ 


Let this be examined ſtrictly, for it will be to his | 


advantage every article ſhould be ſo ſcrutinized ;: 
but let us ſet out juſtly. The time was prolonged: 
beyond all expectation; but lord Loudon no 
more prolonged it, than he delayed the fleet. 
It is allowed, intelligence was neceſſary from 
time to time, and moſt eſſential of all before 
the entering upon action. Lord Loudon had 
from time to time ſought and obtained it, and 
juſt before the engaging in the ſervice, he diſ- 
patched {wift-failing veſſels, and good pilots, to 
obtain it, and to make a ſpeedy return. Some 
time muſt elapſe in this employment; and dur- 
ing this time, his lordſhip exerciſed and accuſ- 
tomed the forces to the intended ſervice. This 
was not cenſured: far otherwiſe; it was applaud- 
ed. But the time of waiting was protracted, and 
when the intelligence was flow, he was cenſured 
as if he had been the cauſe ; and the employ- 
ment of the troops in mock fights and counter- 
Ws: I feit 
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feit attacks was condemned and ridiculed even 
thoſe who had before An it. 80 418 is 
human nature! 

If this employment of the diet was rirenſon- 
able at-firſt; it could not be-ridiculous afterwards; 


unleſs by waſting uſeful time upon it. But the 
time could not oo uſeful till the intelligence ar- 

rived ; and the cenſure was therefore moſt unfair. 
The commander in chief ordered theſe exerciſes 
for the inſtruction and improvement of the ſoldi- 
ery, in a time of ination»: this ination was ne- 
| while the intelligence was ſought, and 

it could not but continue till the intelligence ar- 
rived. There could be no better or more uſeful 
employment of the ſoldiers during that period, 
and it was not continued any longer. 


One almoſt bluſhes to ſtate — with 


are in themſelves ſo clear, ſo largely; but there 
18 no other Way to combat the popular clamour. 
They who have been ſo raſh- as to cenſure this 
br ws At oy either do not underſtand theſe. 


things, tho they are ſo plain, or they affect not 


 to-ſee them clearly. It is neceſſary therefore to 
ſtate them as they are; either to convince thoſe 


perſons, or to ſhew the pro that een againſt 


Conviction. 1 1 M4: $i 
Wi regard to the delay ieſelf, now let the 


impartial” hear the reaſons. The very day the 
commander in chief came to Halifax, the moſt 
experienced pilot of the place, captain Coram, 

was ſingled out for the important ſervice of gain- 


8 „ 


* 


if it was once right, it could not become wrong: . 


— \ 


ing intelligence of the enemy's ſtrength and con- 
dition, His orders were expreſs, and they im- S 
plied diligent enquiry, and a quick return. He 
found in the harbour of Louisbourg fourteen ſhips 

of war; ten of the line, the others frigates : this. 


was the condition of the enemy before the arrival. - 


of the Britiſh fleet, and I ſuppoſe the moſt ſevere 
accuſer of this general's. conduct will allow, all 
that he could do was to gain intelligence of it. 
There is none who would have had him enter 
on the attack againſt this force, and without the 
fleet. | 81 78 ans 1 1 
The time of waiting for the Engliſh ſhips was 
fo conſiderable, that great alterations in the. ſtate 
of the enemy's affairs might have been made in 
that period: therefore freſ knowledge of their 
ſtrength was afterwards neceſſary. Captain Rous 
was then ſent out in the Succeſs, and two veſſels 
of leſs force, with one of the tranſports, the beſt 
ſailor among them. Intelligence from this ſource 
was of the higheſt importance, and the deſign was 
excellent for obtaining it. The tranſport was to be 
ſent as cloſe into the mouth of the harbour as 
ſible, that the French might take her for a prize, 
this would naturally have: brought out a pilot? 
and they were to have come back with him to 
the general and commander of the fleet. 


If chis failed, and he ſhould be chaſed by the 


ſhips of war, the orders were for the ſhips in thb 


offing to get between the enemy and land; and 
take up any veſſel they ſhould ſee, that the people 

might be examined for the neceſſary intelligence. 
| - = The 


* 


r 
1 
_ 


5 | 17422 
The commander if Le can have no more to 
_ anſwer for, than this plan of ſervice, and theſe 

orders. We know the plan was not executed, 
and the orders were not punctually followed; 
but this lies not at his door: nor indeed at any 
man's. There ſeemed a better opportunity of 
intelligence to offer, and the purſuit of that pre- 
vented the other. All that regards lord Loudon, 
s the propriety of this deſign for gaining it; and 
that, we may preſume, none will attempt to 
blame; it is certain none there blamed it; and 8 
they were better judges than any can be here. 1 
That the commander in chief was fully deter- 5 
mined to attack the French, upon the ſtate of 
evidence firſt brought in by captain Goram, none 
pretend to doubt; nor can it be ſaid that any ne- 

- ceflary or proper meaſure tending to that purpoſe 
was omitted. The arrival of the fleet was to 
give the means of the attack; and all that could 
be done now, was to have every thing in readi- 


all was conducted in the ſame man- 


After this 
ner: and the laſt day of July all the tranſports 
were ordered in diviſions to the weſt ſhore, and N 
to have the boats ready for receiving the troops; ' 
a proper number of men draughted from the 4 
Halifax regiments were ſent on board the men 9 


of war; and the whole force had orders to be iF 
rreeady for embarking at an hour's notice. The 
1 next day all the troops were embarked, councils 
were held for the immediate conduct of the en- 
W „ terprize, 
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| [33] | 
terprize, and a ſloop 145 war was diſpatched to 
England, with intelligence of all that had paſſed. 
0 Abe Succeſs, whoſe captain had the command 
of the ſhips ſent out for intelligence a full fort- 
night before, thought he had fallen in with rea- 
dier means than thoſe contrived for this purpoſe: 
two veſlels came in ſight as he ſailed toward Lou- 
isbourg, which by all marks and characters ap- 
peared to be a privateer ſchooner of the enemy, 
with a frigate of Louisbourg. The captain put 
himſelf in ſuch poſition: that they could not ſcape 
him; and while he purſued them, diſpatched 
the tranſport back to acquaint the governor what 
fortune had thrown into his way. r 
When he came up with theſe veſſels, his hopes 
of information vaniſhed : he had the misfortune- 
to find, that all his zeal and earneſtneſs for the 
ſervice had only ſerved to lead him into an error. 
The veſſels were an Engliſh privateer with a prize. 
- What added to this ill fortune, was, that the 
tranſpott being gone, it was impoſſible for him 
to execute the firſt intended plan. He ſought 
by every means tœ repair the miſchance, and ſuc- 
ceeded fo far, as to take a fiſhing veſſel newly 
come from Louisbourg, which he carried into 
Halifax. ah | | & a 4 
The intelligence theſe le gave, ſtrengthen- 
ed the — of — 4 — the 
place, and gave that ſpirit and eager expectation 
to the forces, which riſe from certainty of ſuccels. 
They confirmed in every inſtance the truth of 
captain Goram's firſt account, as to the ſtate of 
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1341 
chings at the time when he gave it; and they repre. 


prize at preſent. The account the e ob- 
tained from this intelligence was, — four 
teen ſhips of war ſeen there by captain Goram; 
one half were-ſegt to Canada; the enemy not 


having penetrated into the ſecret of our purpoſes; 


nor knowing where we deſtined the attack. The 


than three thouſand men. 


All now conſpired to animate and AIRED : 


the troops; and every meaſure was taken fi 

th 
imediate execution of the great deſign : the — 
were embarked, the veſſels ready, and Gaberon 
bay, near the harbourof Louisbourg, was appoint- 


ſented them in a yet fairer light for our enter 


garriſon of Louiſpourg, they added, was not more 


ed as the rendezvous in caſe of ſeparation. 


I ſuppoſe it will be allowed, that the attacking 
or not attacking Louisbourg muſt have been in 
reaſon determined by the force there: what our 
own ſtrength was, we perfectly know; and upon 
the intelligence now ſtated; there was fair reaſon to 
promite ourſelves ſucceſs. Under theſe circum- 
ſtances the attack was reſolved ; and under theſe 


it would have been executed: but other intelli- 


gence arrived the next day but one; neceſ- 
farily occaſtoned other —— wm 
Captain Goram, ſent out a ſecond tine was- 
not yet returned; and early on the ok th of 
Auguſt, a French prize was brought in: ſhe had 
been ſent from Louisbourg, and was bound to 
France; her buſineſs was to carry intelligence, 
and ſhe was _— — * _— 
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tet ve a AF. > a true account: a ſpp 

t be deceived; but thoſe who wrote home 

an account of the ſtate and ſtrength of the place, 
muſt know it. This was certain intelligence; the 
reſt was conjecture. By this it appeared; that 
there were then in the harbour of Louisbourg 


twenty-nine ſhips of war, ſeventeen of them of 


the line, the reſt frigates; and that the forces 


amounted to four thouſand regulars, beſide the 
5 of three thouſand before: mentioned. 

This changed the face of affairs abſolutely; 
and, with it, changed the meaſures of the com- 
mander. As certain as it had been that we might 
attempt Louisbourg with. great hopes of ſucceſs, 
— to the former accounts; ſo plain it was 
that we now could not. 


The ſtrength of the eneihyenttered che taking 


of the place ĩimpracticable; and the general ha 


been blamed, Who therefore cke under 
taking. $24 1 11 


Thhis is the fair, and this who true Nate of the 
noble commander's conduct: and this will, with 


the impartial, ſet aſide all cenfure. If we 
credit the accounts ſince that time, this ſtate of 
the place, contained in the French papers, muſt 
have been true; and in that-caſe it would have 
been raſhneſs unbecoming a general, and unju- 
ſtifrable in the higheſt degrees to have made the 
dp ty t. „ ii 0 18 

It appears thät- lord Loudon, Ron this 10 0 
ther concurrent teſtimonies,” found the place too 
well ſupported to be attacked. with his force; 
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36 
and he therefore e 3 the deſign * that 
year: leaving the glory of this important con- 
queſt to ſome ſucceeding and more favourable 
opportunity. He took back the forces; diſtri- 
buted them in advantageous ſtations ; and was 
preparing for other enterprizes, when it pleaſed 
the government to give the command to another. 
Iheſe are the facts relating to that undertak- 
ing: they are plain, certain, and notorious: 
there is nothing new to the reader in chis ſta te 
of them, for thoſe who have before from time 
to time recorded them, have done it juſtly, 
From theſe the. arguments are eaſy, and the con- 
cluſion is certain, that lord Loudon has acted 
according to the power entruſted to him, like a 
brave and wiſe man: and that the ſtate of thing 
determined him to defer that enterprize, in 
which there is no proſpe& he could have ſuc- 
ceeded, to times in Which it may perhaps be 
accompliſhed by another. Though whenever 
it is done, the publick will find, that even with 
more force, and more dee the ſtruggle 
will be deſperate. ROY 
If we would learn how ill reports ficſt roſe con- 
cerning the commander; and why a man almoſt 
adored one year, became the object of unfair 
cenſure in another, the cauſe is — * ; and they 
know little of human nature who cannot trace it 
without our aſſiſtance. Our opinion of men and 

actions in that remote part of the world, cannot 
but be influenced greatly by the ſentiments of 
thoſe upon the ſpot ee we fuppole, to haye 
Las £1 more 


wah 


| 71 
wore oppoitu portunities JF £2 BOY and whoſe teſti- 
mony we are too ap t to receive, without confider- 
ing the influence of their paſſions. i 
The opinions of pedple in England concerning 
lord Loudon have been greatly influenced by 
_ of the inhabitants of New Vork: perhaps” 
it may be fair to ſay; they have been derived ab 
ſolutely from them. 
< Thoſe people, like out ſet; out with OY 
high opinion of this nobleman/z and it is a point” 
of importance to conſider hom they came to 
change it. If he would have been directed by 
their intereſted views, or would have preferred 
their convenience to the ſervice of the ſtate, he 
would have had their ſuffrages to this day. We 


* 


. 


ought, inſtead of adopting their unfair ſuggeſti- 


ons, to honour him for the 3 of their diſtaſte. 


If lord Loudon would have left his -ſoldierg: 


without quarters, theſe people would have been 
ſatisfied: if he would have left all means open 
to the intelligence of the N N * would 
have made no complaints. 88 

It is certain by the account. of the peil 
the veſſel taken by the Succeſs,” that they did 
not know the deſtination of our forces, and that 


great point, the diviſion of their force, had been 


gained by it. This was a conſequence of the 
embargo: and it was ſuch as promiſed the moſt 
certain ſucceſs to our enterprize, if the fleet from 


England had arrived at that time, to have joined. 
in the execution. That fleet was delayed; and 
it appears by the itelligence obtained from the. 
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fions of miſr 
accidents in which he had no concern were in 


38 1 | 
ether and that, in Ys mean time, the French: 
had'encreaſed their ſeven ſhips to nine and twen- 


to:the larger; and the attack of Lou- 
isbourg whith might have been made at the firſt 
favourable time, was poſtponed! by the delay of 
our flect, to a period when it was impraQticable.! 


| L-accuſeino perſon: but this accident was the 
cauſe, and this ſingle circumſtance was the rea- 
fon we did notattack Louisbourg at a timewhew | 


probably we might have taken t. 
In the mean while, the people of our N 
diſguſted at the high hand with which lord Lou- 


don had neceſſariy cartied the affair of quatter- 


ing the troops and the-embargo , ſought all o 


his lordfhip's condud : 


their conſequences attributed to him, as if he- 
had cauſed them; and every Treaſure that falſe- 
hood, within the reach of their low cunning, 
could adopt, were uſed, to perplex' and diſturb hie 
lot dſhipꝰs councit. 31052 953 vd ; (1131199. 21 11 

When they were toatutiytheneneltyich the 


exerciſe of the ſoldiers, they began to complain 


that it was delaying buſineſs, and waſting uſeful. 
mt; though they at the ſame time knew the 


delay was the not arriving of the expected intel- - 
ligence, and this was por prope. rrp we of the 


ſoldiers till at came. 3. 1 Beim nent Bale IC 01 
They firlt bred thoſe diſaffe ctions in the offi- 
bers, 9 blamed the con- 


2870 ſequences; 


ty. That which was practicable againſt the 
ſmaller Force, wt, impoſſible ta be performed in 


4 


Fequences ; and they 22 attempted to ſet aſide 
the evidence of that force in Louisbourg, which 
rendered the attack impracticable, by a falſehood 
as inſolent in the contrivance, as it was eaſy of de- 
The ſtate of the place, and ſtrength of the e- . 
nemy, on the knowledge of which the enterprize | 


was ſuſpended, were given by the French officers 
themſelves, and intended for their ſovereign. g 
The account, on the ſtrength” of which they | 
have endeavoured to invalidate it, was what they 
called the teſtimony of captain Goram. 1 | 
were cunning to fix upon' this name, for it had | 
credit; and they were bold to uſe it: they had 
no right to his name, when they annexed it to 
_—_ k:heiricandiJoos Hs.. 
— "Tis certain captain Goram was ſent out a ſe- 
= cond time, and that he returned with a ſecond 
X account of the ſtrength of the enemy. But what ; ö 


that account was, they never knew or heard: 
they gave out in the place of it, ſuch an account 
as might beſt ſujt their own bad purpoſes; and 
they produced for this the authority of a Jew,” * 
who declared he had received it from captain 
HSoram at midnight,” or before day break, the 
day ſucceeding his arrival. 
This ſtory was their own, and they could give 
it whateyer circumſtances would beſt ſuit their 
purpoſe. They varied nothing from that ſtate” 
of the enemy's force, which ſet it at the loweſt: 
the Jew declared the French had oply five 2 
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of the line, and two geo and that captain Ggs 
ram gave him that account. (FA 

In the evening of the ſeventh of Auguſt, cap. 
tain Goram came in from his expedition, and the 
Jew affirmed, that he had come on ſhore during 
the night, as it ſhould ſeem to tell him this news, 
for there does not appear any other buſineſs that 
could bring him thither, and that having told 
him this, he returned. „ 

Added to the improbability of this tory, thefe 
was proved in it abſolute falſhood. It was not 
likely that captain Goram, when he had been 
ſent on an enterprize of ſecrecy and importance, 
ſhould come on ſhore to tell what he had ſcen to 
a poor Jew, before he gave an account of it to. 
thoſe who employed him; nor is it any more 
probable, that what he ſaw ſhould. contradi& 
what the French officers themſelves had juſt 
wrote home to their ſovereign. | - . 
Captain Goram declared the whole an utter 
falſity. He aſſured all who asked him, that he 
never came aſhore that night; -nor then or at any. 
other time had ſpoke with the Jew upon that 
ſubject. Wk 3 be 

This was a conviction there was no withſtand. 
ing; the ſtory was given up there, though it has 
been revived in England. The Jew was impri- 
ſoned as an impoſtor, but ſoon after diſcharged 
without puniſhment: the commander, whoſe re- 
putation was intended to be hurt by this 
contrivance, being very much above ſuch mean 
reſentments. He conſidered the fellow as he was, 
men” | | the 


| "7 
the tool of a ſet of deſigning men, whom as he 
would not have condeſcended to puniſh in their 
own perſons, much leſs would he regard this mi- 
ſerable inſtument of their baſeneſs. What account 
captain Goram really brought, can be no ſecret ; 
if lord Loudon be ſuppoſed a perſon intereſted in 
the event, it may be known from admiral Hol- 
barn.” * 7; ä 
Theſe are the proper ſources of intelligence; 
and it is upon theſe and no other, we ſhould 
found our good or bad opinion, our cenſure or 
applauſe of diſtinguiſned perſons. There is great 
merit in the action, when men of rank and afflu- 
ence expoſe themſelves to the dangers and fatigues 
of war for the public benefit; and we ought to 
look on thoſe who do it with a high reſpect. No 
rank or influence ſhould ſcreen the guilty from 
infamy or puniſhment; but it becomes the pub. 
lic to be very ſure of facts before they form in- 
jurious ſuſpicions. If it become a practice to in- 
dulge this diſingenuous and indecent conduct of 
railing without cauſe, at all who do not ſuceeed, 
we ſhall diſguſt thoſe who are fit for high em- 
ployments; and no man will undertake the ſer- 
vice, but he who ſets no value on his reputation. 
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